
PRESS RELEASE
 October 24,  2006

RE: ICE INVESTIGATION LEADS TO FEDERAL DRUG
SMUGGLING AND TRAFFICKING CHARGES AGAINST 11
INDIVIDUALS

United States Attorney Terrance P. Flynn, announced today the unsealing of a criminal

complaint, charging ten (10) individuals with  felony violations of the federal drug trafficking laws.

Flynn also announced the unsealing of a criminal Indictment charging Michele Tucker with felony

violations of the federal drug trafficking laws.  The criminal complaint and indictment represent the

culmination of a nearly two year joint investigation into a large scale drug smuggling and trafficking

group operating in and around Buffalo and Rochester, New York, and nearby suburbs. 

  The focus of the investigation lead by the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

Agency (ICE) was at individuals who smuggle and distribute narcotics often referred to as “club

drugs” such as Ecstacy/MDMA, crystal methamphetamine, GHB, and ketamine.  The cooperative

investigation also included the Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. Postal Inspectors,  the New

York State Police, the Buffalo Police Department and the Greater Rochester Area Narcotics

Enforcement Team. It specifically focused on drugs being smuggled between Canada and the United

States. 

In announcing the criminal complaint U.S. Attorney Terrance P. Flynn stated: 

“All levels of federal, state, and local law enforcement will continue to work as a
team along with my office to fully enforce our nations’ drug smuggling and
trafficking laws. The arrests today follow a year and a half joint investigation in



which all law enforcement investigating agents and officers worked together each
and every day, using all of their collective resources, including intelligence
information, technical expertise, and manpower in investigating illegal narcotics
trafficking.

Charged in the criminal complaint are:  Laura Mazzi,   Wayne Rinker,  Amanda Prus,

Matthew Heim,  Alan Hodgson,  William McAndrew,  Michael Herlong, Jeffery Parasida,  Brandyn

Kimmel, and Serene Ellis. Charged in a separate but related Indictment is Michele Tucker. 

 AUSA Mary Clare Kane stated that the “pipeline” for the popular “club drugs” in this area

is from Toronto, Canada to the Buffalo area through the various  points of entry, such as the Peace

Bridge or Rainbow Bridge.  Kane also noted that the drugs are commonly used at local nightclubs.

They are often used at after-hours parties commonly held at held at private homes, warehouses or

private lofts advertising such events.  

As noted by Peter J. Smith, Special Agent in Charge of the Buffalo Field Office for

Immigration and Customs Enforcement:

 "Make no mistake, drugs such as Ketamine, Ecstasy, and GHB are not recreational drugs.
They are dangerous substances which destroy lives and lead to crime. This criminal
organization smuggled drugs to the United States.  ICE and our law enforcement partners
are dedicated to shutting down international drug smuggling and trafficking which endangers
public safety on both sides of the border."

City of Buffalo Mayor Byron W. Brown further noted:

"I commend all of the city, county, state and federal law enforcement agencies that
collaborated on this effort to rid our community of these criminals who have preyed upon
on our citizens, harmed our quality of life and peddled illegal drugs in Buffalo and the
region.  Thanks to two years of hard work from U.S. Immigration Customs Enforcement,
the Office of the U.S. Attorney for the Western District, the Buffalo Police Department
and the New York State Police, ten arrests occurred in City of Buffalo during this
regional sweep.  We will continue to cooperate and collaborate with our law enforcement
partners to maintain our residents' quality of life and to arrest, prosecute and put in jail
individuals and groups engaging in criminal conduct."

It should be noted that the fact that a defendant has 



been  charged with a crime . . . is merely an accusation and the defendant is presumed innocent

until and unless proven guilty.  (Disciplinary Rule 7-107(B)(6)).

The criminal complaint was the culmination of an Organized Crime Drug Enforcement

Task Force investigation on the part of the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement under

the direction of Peter J. Smith, Special Agent-in-Charge of the Buffalo Field Office, and the 

Drug Enforcement Administration,  under the direction of Nancy Cote, Resident Agent in

Charge, and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, under the direction of Ronald C. Walker, Federal

Bureau of Investigation under the  direction of Laurie Bennett, Customs and Border Protection

under the direction of James P. Engeleman,  the New York State Police, under the direction of

Major Thomas Askey, the Buffalo Police Department under the direction of Commissioner H.

McCarthy Gibson, and the Greater Rochester Area Narcotics Enforcement Team.

The investigation was  handled by Mary Clare Kane, Assistant United States Attorney,

who will handle the trial of these cases. 


